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The letter from Mr. Michael Morcney on page 78, is 
such a one‘as the most sanguine friends of Evangeli- 
cal Truth, or the most determined opponents of the 
Papacy could scarcely look for from Roman Catholics in 
such a brief time as this Reformed Catholic movement 
has existed. As late as twenty years ago, nay even ten 
years ago, a priest who abandoneded the church of Rome 
was hooted at and cursed by the Roman Catholics every- 
where. To-day we find a whole congregation of them 
inviting such a priest to come to them and preach the 
gospel of Christ without any Popish superstitions. This 
is the Lord’s doing, and is marvellous in our eyes. To 
Him be all the glory. 

A learned and pious clergyman who was in our office 
when we received Mr. Moroney’s letter cried out enthusi- 
astically, “Go there, go by all means; suth an impor- 
tant call should not be neglected ; go immediately.” He 
was so earnest in his appeal that we said we would go, 
and go the mext day, if we had $100 to pay the expense 
of the jourmey. Would he or could he give a check for 
that amount, or part of it to get a rail road ticket?” His 
answer was that he was poor, but that surely there were 
many rich Christians who would esteem it a privilege to 
help in such a cause. We could only hope that he would 
be able to imterest some of them in a cause where there 
was such am open door for the Gospel to enter. 


The introduction of the Convertep CATHOLIC inte 
Sunday Schools, Young Men’s Christian Associations 
and other religious and seculiar libraries could not but 
have a good effect. Will our readers do what they can in 
this respect in their own localities, and let us know the 
result? 

James A. O'Connor. 
60, Bible House, New York. 





The Af ouverte f atholic. 


JANUARY 1884. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIESTS AND THE RE- 
FORM CATHOLIC MOVEMENT. 


Roman Catholic Priests frequently visit the Re- 
formed Catholic Church in New York. Oceasionally 
some of them come to speak to the Pastor at the 
close of the services, though it requires almost heroic 
courage to do so, for there are always Jesuitical spies 
present to report such events. It is chietly by let- 
ters of inquiry, however, and personal visits that 
priests manifest their interest in this movement. 
In November a priest from Philadelphia who had at- 
tended the services one Sunday evening called to 
see me several times. He frankly acknowledged 
that he had lost all faith in the doetrine of Rome ; 
his soul was in danger of eternal loss because of the 
monstrous superstitions he was forced to practice ; 
he was compelled to do things as a priest against 
which every principle of honor and honesty in his 
nature rebelled ; he wished to become a new. man 
and lead a new life. I prayed with him, and told 
him that if he had repentance towards God, sincere 
sorrow for all his sins, and faith in Christ as the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world, 
he might expect merey and pardon; that the blood 
of Jesus cleanseth from all sin; that the promise of 
full salvation was for,him as much as for the greatest 
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saint that ever lived; that if he believed in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his Savionr he would surely be 
saved ; that hope would come to him to brighten his 
existence, which Romish superstition had darkened; 
that love, the perfect love that casteth out fear, the 
love of Christ would be spread abroad in his heart; 
“that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, por powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other creature 
would be able to separate him from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord,” and that this 
blessed Jesus would give hima new heart and a life, 
whereby he would be “ born again,” and thus be- 
come a new creature. 

Three times did this priest repeat his visit to me, 
and each time he manifested a more hopeful disposi- 
tion regarding the state of his own soul. He said 
he recognized the lost condition in which he was, he 
knew he was a sinful man. I stopped him there, and 
asked him had he faith in Christ as his Saviour? He 
replied he had faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
who gave himself as a sacrifice for the sins of the 
world. “ Don’t mind the sins of the world,” I cried 
to him, “ but think and speak of your own. What 
have the sins of any person in the world to do with 
you now ? It is your own sins that are in question; 
will you ask Jesus to take them away from you, will 
you ask him to blot them out as if they never had 
been yours?” He replied that he had been so long 
accustomed to confess his sins to a priest, he found 
it very difficult to understand how he could ask God 
directly for pardon and forgiveness with the sure 
hope of obtaining it. He acknowledged the Scriptur- 
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al basis for the position I had taken in speaking of 
personal salvation to him, but he had no experience 
of it, and he thought it would require time to under- 
stand it. I impressed upon him the necessity of 
realizing it as soon as possible, and that one earnest 
faithful prayer would accomplish more for him than 
all the reasoning in the world. By his intellect he 
recognized the sovereignity of God and the Atone- 
ment of Christ, but it was his heart the Lord now 
wanted. At his last interview with me the subject 
of the financial support of this Reformed Catholic 
movement came up, and I told him frankly that the 
work was dependent altogether on the voluntary 
contributions of the people, that so far none of the 
wealthy Roman Catholics had united with us, that 
we were all poor folks, that our riches were in 
Christ’s love, but that Christian people everywhere 
were praying for us, and in time would help us 
as the Lord would ineline their hearts. This man 
had been accustomed to all the luxuries of life as a 
priest, with an assured income and a position respect- 
ed by all, and he could not see how he could labor in 
a cause that is in such strong contrast with the 
material power and wealth of the Roman Catholic 
Church. For the present, he said, he would take 
time to deliberate on all I had said to him and would 
see me again. ; 

When priests write to me inquiring about this 
work and expressing a desire to come over from 
Rome and help us to preach the true Gospel to our 
Catholic brethren, I do not hesitate to bid them wel- 
come, though common prudence whispers in my ear, 
“ How will you provide for them, where will you get 
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food and raiment for them until they learn to love 
the Lord their God with all their strength, and trust 
Him for all things needful ?” 

To one such priest who recently applied to me I 
wrote the following letter; and it is given here ver- 
batim, that Christian friends as well as our Roman 
Catholie brethren might know that it is the purpose 
of this movement to do everthing in connection with 
it in astraightforward and honorable manner, and in 
a Christian spirit, that no one could say afterwards 
he was induced to unite with the Reformed Catholic 
movement, except on the clearest understanding. 


“ NEW YorRK, Dec. 14, 1883. 


My Dear Brother: Your letter inquiring as to the 
prospects of the Reformed Catholic movement, and 
expressing a desire to unite with us, has been re- 
ceived. IT need scareely say IT was very glad to hear 
from you and to learn of your desire to be a eo- 
worker with us in this good cause. The outlook was 
never brighter for us, as you will see if you come 
and observe what we are doing. From the fact that 
you are a priest you can be an efficient worker in the 
cause, and your position entitles you to a cordial 
greeting from all of us; for our work in life is to 
rescue the priests and people of the Roman Catholic 
Churchfrom the thraldom of Popery, and do what we 
can to lead them to Christ asa complete Saviour, a 
personal Saviour for the poorest Irishman in America, 
and no more and no less for the Pope of Rome. If 
you abandon the Romish Church and unite with us 
you will learn that you can come boldly unto the 
throne.of grace, and, having obtained merey, you 
can. be the instrument in God’s hands of saving your 
brethren according to the flesh. There is plenty of 
work to be done all over this country. I have many 
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applications from priests, more than I could provide 
for if they all came to us, for I must tell you frankly 
that we have no salaries or any means of support, 
except as the good Lord sends help through the 
hands of His people who are interested in what we 
are doing. Iam sorry to say I have to reject some 
priests and monks who apply to me, on account of 
their bad personal habits, which they will not give 
up, and their want of faith. 

If you can say to your own heart that you sincere- 
lyjaccept Jesus Christ as your Saviour, and are will- 
ing to labor for the salvation of our Catholic bretliérn 
—not so much to ruin the faith they now have, bad as 
it is, and force them out of the darkness and supersti- 
tion of Popery by bitter denunciation, but with the 
Word of God in your hand to bring them to the 
knowledge of its saving truths, and to lead them to 
Christ as the loving Redeemer who will save them 
without Pope or Priest, or Mass, or Virgin Mary— 
then, in the name of the Lord, come and unite your 
labors with ours. 

Your friend and brother in Christ, 
JAMES A. O'CONNOR, 
Pastor Reformed Catholic Church.” 

Iecan truly say that my heart was filled with 
thankfulness to God when this gentleman promptly 
answered the above letter, saying he would come im- 
mediately to share our poverty, our labors and our 
hope in Christ Jesus. And now asl write, when 
every home in our favored Christian land is happy 
this blessed Christmas time, our beloved brother 
is with us, and unites with me, as do _ our 
brothers in the ministry, Dekins and McNamee, in 
wishing our readers one and all, “ A MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND A HApry NEW YEAR.” 
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A CALL TO FATHER? O'CONNOR FROM A 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CONGREGATION. 


MT. PLEASANT, Henry Co., Iowa, ) 
November 26, 1883.  § 
Rev. JAMES A. G’Connor—Dear Sir: We, of this 
troubled and afflicted Catholic parish, make a short 
statement of our grievances to you, hoping you will 
be kind enough to lend us a helping hand to redress 
our grievances and actual wrongs. Wehave a large 
Catholic congregation in this parish. Our present 
pastor is the Rey. J. J. O' Farrel, he has been here 
over three years; his conduct is most unbearable. 
He is truly a tyrant of the blackest dye, and he has 
treated us incessantly with tyranny, abuse and con- 
tempt. Money is his constant theme, really proving 
by his actions to prefer money to all other obliga- 
tions or considerations either human or divine, Re- 
bellion is the result in our church, and we have taken 
all proper, honest and honorable means in our 
power to have him removed from here, but all in vain 
so far. He is retained under the plea that the death 
of the bishop intervened and that we will have to 
wait until the new bishop will be installed in this 
diocese. We have claimed his removal long before 
the death of the bishop but still have no redress for 
our most srievous wrongs; but now we are fully de- 
termined to apply a remedy by taking the whole 
thing into our hands and rid ourselves of the one 
man power that has been cursing the Catholic world 
for thousands of years. The course we intend to pursue 
is to apply to you, and to appeal fervently to send 
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us one of your favorite priests, one of your Reformed 
Catholic Church, but at the same time much prefer- 
ing you to any other at the start. And we will re- 
ceive you with open arms and treat you as we well 
know you so richly deserve in your noble effort in 
the cause of the holy religion and the breaking down 
of the accursed one-man power. Your expenses will 
be all right. We want you to say in your reply to 
this whether or not you will accept our invitation, 
and please let your reply be prompt and your condi- 
tions be plain and clearly defined. We have learned 
from the newspapers of you and your noble efforts. 
We cheerfully say may God enable you to pursne 
your great and noble object. 

Yours obediently and respectfully, from many 
members of this unhappy congregation. 

Please address: 

MICHAEL MORONEY, SR, 

The reply to the above will appear in the next 

number of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 
J. A. O'C. 


A PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 
BY THE EDITOR. 

During the last two years the Associated Press 
despatches published in all the daily papers of the 
country have frequently referred to the treatment 
received by a Father O’Connor who has been deliver- 
ing anti-Roman lectures in various States. The 
Editor of this Magazine, who is Pastor of a large 
congregation in New York, is generally known as 
Father O’Connor, and it was assumed that he was 
the person referred to. The fact that another 
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Father O°Connor had left the Roman Catholic 
Church within the last few years, and had taken a 
bold stand in delivering lectures on his experience 
as a priest, seemed to be altogether unknown. This 
man, Whose name is John O’Connor, is no relation of 
the editor and publisher of the CoNVERTED CATHO- 
lic, and has no connection with the Reformed Catholic 
Church. He came to New York in April 1881, but 
after a brief trial it was apparent that he was not 
qualified for the preaching of the Gospel. He then 
left the city, and, as reported, went through the 
country delivering lectures against Popery. From 
ue treatment he has received it seems that he has 
not commended himself either to Protestants or 
Catholics, and from the subjoined letters it is evid- 
ent that he is sailing under false colors by represent- 
ing himself as “ Father O’Connor, pastor of the Re- 
formed Catholic Church, New York.” Mr. George 
Kelly writes from Mapleton, Grand Traverse Co., 
Mich., under date of Oct. 27, 1883: 

“To the Rey. JAMES A. O'CoNNOR-—Dear Sir: I 
take great interest in reading your letters to Car. 
dinat McCloskey and the accounts of your work 


“ee 


among Roman Catholics, and I am glad to say Lhad 
the pleasure of seeing you when you lectured in 
Traverse City, Mich., recently.” 

A lady who is interested in the conversion of 
fZoman Catholics writes from Ohio, “ I was delight- 
ed when Isaw it announced in the papers that 
Father O'Connor wes to lecture in our town. I went 
to the hall accompanied by a number of friends. The 
lecturer had not been speaking ten minutes when I 
knew it could not be you. There was a _ total 
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absence of Christian spirit in his discourse. Great 
was our disappointment.” 

The following letter is more serious. still, and 
places this O’Connor in a very unenviable position. 
It is from a leading merchant in the city from which 
it is written : 

a “ Office of W. J. MCKENZIE. } 
MUSKEGON, Micu., Oct. 25, 1883. § 





! Rev. JAMES A. O’CONNOR—Dear Sir: 1 received 
4 the first number of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC and 
a am much pleased with it. In afew days 1 will send 

you aclub of subscribers. But my reason for writ- 
j ing now is to inform you that there is a person lec- 
turing around here representing himself as Father 
. James A. OConnor. He lectured her on the 8th 
inst., and at North Muskegon two or three times; 
| and | saw by last evenings paper that he was mob- 


bed in Berlin, Mich. If this man is a fraud I think 
| you ought to be informed. 
Yours, very respectfully, 

W. J. MCKENZIE. 


[Rey. Jas. A, O'Connor never lectured in Ohio or 


b Michigan, and never will lecture there or anywhere 
% . . 
: else unless invited. | 


The foregoing needs no further comment than that 
Christian people should be cautious of receiving 
and encouraging anti-Roman lecturers whose only 
stock in trade is bitterness of spirit and vigorous 
denunciation of Popish practices. Let it be taken 
for granted, what every Protestant believes, that 
Popery is a false system of religion, and that the 
intelligent Roman Catholics are finding this out. 
Would it not be better for those who abandon that 
unscriptural system, be they priestsor laymen, to 
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take the Bible in their hands, and with a living 
faith in Christ the Redeemer, and only Mediator, 
endeavor to present a better and surer way of salva- 
tion than Rome could give them, 

In this connection the following extract from the 
letter of a gentleman in Housatonic, Mass., where 
the Editor of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC preached 
and lectured the second week in October, 1883, 
when his counterfeit was in Michigan, will not be out 
of place. Itis only a sample of the many letters 
received from every city and town where he has 
been: 


“DEAR BROTHER O’'ConNoR:—I know that great 
good was done by your visit to our town. The Pro- 
testants seem to be very much interested in your 
work. My wife was told by a gentleman yesterday 
that many who knew nothing about you until they 
had heard you preach and lecture, became so deeply 
interested that they wish to hear you again, And 
the interest is not continued to the Protestants, for 
the Catholics are also interested in you and your 
work for their conversion and enlightenment. | was 
informed that a gentleman in Pittsfield who learned 
that you were to speak here came down to hear you 
the first evening, and was so pleased that he stayed 
over to hear you the next night. And so it is that 
the whole community has been deeply stirred. Some 
of the good seed you sowed here will assuredly take 
root and our blessed Jesus will reap the harvest. 
Some of your books are in circulation among the ; 
Catholics, and the most intelligent of them will sure- 
ly be able to see the great delusion in which they 
are held, and be brought into the sure way of salva- 
tion through Christ atone. s a. O™ 


In February, 1883, the “ Roman Catholic Examin- 
er,” a paper published in Brooklyn, had a bitter 
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editorial article three columns in length abusing 
“Father O’Connor and his Reformed Catholic 
Brethern.” When threatened with arrest and prose- 
cution for libel, the Editor of that unveracious sheet 
made an humble apology, saying he meant “ the 
other O'Connor ” in all the false statements he had 
made, but he hoped in time to be able to arrest the 
progress of the work of “ this O'Connor,” (the genu- 
ine one), as the greatest enemy of the “ Holy Roman 
Catholic Church.” We thank him for the compli- 
ment, and as an expression of our good will shall 
send him our Magazine every month. If that Editor 
continues to read the CONVERTED CATHOLIC, we 
have every reason to hope for his conversion. 


THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH OF ROME. 
By Rev. G. W. Samson, D.D. 


THE WRITER'S EARLY EXPERIENCE. 

In the month of July, 1848, a young American pas- 
tor was detained a week at the Island of Malta by 
the interruption of steam communication because of 
the war between Austria and Sardinia. The French 
tepublican Revolution, which had occurred in Febru- 
ary 1848, followed by a popular rising against the 
Austrian garrison at Milan in Northern Italy, had 
led several devoted young priests and students in 
the Roman Church to seek reform; whom the sue- 
cess of the Austrian arms had now driven to seek 
wn asylum under British protection. Meeting with 
wn American pastor who could speak their language 
they opened their hearts freely to him. They had 
been urged, they said, to unite either with the 
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English Episcopal or with the Scotch Presbyterian 
Church; in both of which they, as well as‘ their 
American visitor had found truly loving Christian 
fellowship. They could not, however, they said, 
unite with either, for this would cut them off from 
their countrymen friends in the Roman Cathrolic 
Church, and would defeat their mission to labor for re- 
form in that Church. Familiar with the form of wor- 
ship,and the declaration of faith appointed by Ambrose 
of Milan, just after Constantine, the first Christian 
Emperor, had made Constantinople, in place of Rome, 
the seat of empire, they had retained it, omitting 
however the mass, with which it had become asso- 
ciated in Northern Italy. This they had done, as 
they often and warmly urged, because: “ We wish to 
restore the primitive Church of Rome,” as seen in 
Paul’s Epistle. 

During a week of constant intercourse that idea: 
“La chiesa primativa di Roma” was the theme of 
growing thought and of earnest discussion. As the 
surest guide to assured attainment of that idea the 
Epistle of the Apostle Paul to the Romans seemed to 
be the divinely given storehouse of truth as to that 
Chureh which they still loved and venerated, and 
whose restoration to Christ’s appointed model they 
felt was the mission of their lives. The parting with 
that devoted band was one of special hope, faith and 
love. Their watchword was echoed soon by their 
American friend before an audience of intelligent 
statesmen in Washington, D. C.; and occasionally it 
was mentioned in the cities of Baltimore, Philadel- 
phia, New York and Boston in the North, and at Rich- 
mond at the South. A correspondence was opened 
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with their leader, Dr. De Sanctis, who, after peace 
prevailed, returned to Northern Italy, and who, when 
the Italian Union was secured, became pastor of a 
large Reformed Church at Florence, the first capital 
of United Italy. There, nineteen years after their 
first.interview, in 1867, his friend, having listened to 
wn earnest and faithful gospel sermon, met him in 
his vestry, and while his deacons were clustered 
around he opened his pocket Testament in Italian 
and renewed the theme so long enthusiastically 
studied. It had led to many lines of thoughtful and 
prayerful study; among which the following are vit- 
ally important. 


OUTLINE OF HISTORY. 


First. Hints in the Epistles of Paul and Peter in 
their relation to the Church of Rome. Second. The 
history of early and devoted Christian pastors and 
writers that till Constantine's age succeeded the 
Apostles. Third. The influence of Government pa- 
tronage, under Roman and Gothie emperors, to bring 
in the worldly spiritalwavs attending a State Chureh, 
as distinet from that which, like the American, has 
no State patronage. Fourth. The conflict, eulminat- 
ing under Charlemagne, between the Popes at Rome, 
to whom Pepin, Charlemagne’s father, had given the 
temporal power, and the learned and devoted Al- 
cuinus whom the Frank Emperor employed to found 
the schools, out of which grew the leading universities 
of France and Germany; during which Ireland with 
its university on the classic Isle of Iona became the 
centre of Enropean culture. Fifth. The succeeding 
age of struggle for reform in the bosom of the Roman 
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Catholic Church itself. Sixth. The Reformation, 
called Protestant, outside the Roman Church, which 
led to the antagonism between the Jesuit and other 
orders in the Roman Church in opposing the Protest- 
ant reform. Seventh. The promise of the present 
century, with its eventful history, for the restoration 
of the primitive Church of Rome. These successive 
periods of history may be so brought into review as 
to call forth not excited controversy, but calm reflec- 
tion. Meanwhile, only the preliminary consideration 
of the “hints as to the primitive Church of Rome 
found in the Epistle to the Romans” can come up for 
review. These relate to the origin, the organization, 
the doctrine and the discipline of that Chureh. 


ORIGIN OF ROMAN CHURCH. 

In Rom. 16: 7, Paul writes: “ Salute Andronicus 
and Junias, my kinsmen and fellow-prisoners, who 
are of note among the aposties, who also were in 
Christ betore me.” In the Acts of the Apostles we 
read that at the conversion on the day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2: 10), there were present “ strangers” or 
“foreigners from Rome.” From the definite year, 
A. D. 39, when Aretas the Arabian, held Damascus 
against the Roman power (2d Cor. 11, 32), three 
years after Paul's conversion (Gal. 1, 18), we know 
that Paul was converted, A. D. 36, or between two 
and three years after the Pentecostal conversion. <A 
short time prior to the conversion of Paul we read 
(Acts 8: 4): “They that were scattered abroad went 
everywhere preaching the word; while, v. 1, we 
are told that “the apostles’ were not thus scattered. 
Here now Paul mentions two “ foreigners,” as their 
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Greco-Roman names indicate, “in Christ before” 
him, indicating that they were among the Pentecostal 


“ 


converts; “ of note among the apostles,” which could 
only have occurred at Jerusalem, sinee the apostles 
remained for years after in that city; and these two 
men are among the leaders in the Church at Rome. 
Weare compelled to accept this testimony, in accord 
with history, that, in its origin, the Church of Rome 
was planted by converts from Jerusalem. 
SIMPLE PRIMITIVE ORGANIZATION 

In the 16th chap., while twenty-six members of 
the Church of Rome, seven of whom are females, are 
specially named, no vicar, no bishop, no pope, is men- 
tioned. More than this: the Church is not in its 
meetings one consolidated body ; but, as in every 
age and city, seen now in New York, separate bands 
meet; at that time in private houses, since they could 
not have public places. Of these local gatherings, 
several in the City of Rome are specially designated; 
as the “Church in the house of Aquila and Pricilla,” 
v. 5; the five named and “the brethren that are 
with them,” v. 14; five others and “the saints that 
are with them,” v.15. In keeping with this, Paul, 
writing from Corinth, commends Phebe, a member 
of the “Church at Cenchrea,” the port of Corinth; 
and says, as if there were many such small gather- 


‘ 


ings in Corinth, as at Rome: “The Churches of Christ 
salute you,” v. 16. There can be no question, there- 
fore, that, in its simple plan of organization, the primi- 
tive Church of Rome was that which now rules all 
evangelical churches; the Reformed Catholic in- 
cluded. 
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THE CREED OF A TRUE CATHOLIC. 
BY REV. JOHN MENAUL. 


I am Catholic because I am not narrow-minded, 
partial or bigoted. I am liberal and believe that all 
men ought to be saved who believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour, and obey His commands. 
“ For there is no respect of persons with God. Rom. 
a 

Asa good Catholic, I believe that the Seriptures 
are the revealed will of God, that “ all Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruetion 
righteousness.” ITI. Tim. 3, 16. 

I believe that each man and woman ought to know 
what they must do to be saved. This they ean find 
ont only by obeying Christ’s command to “ search 
the Scriptures” (St. John 5, 39) and thus find out 
what the will of God is, and how they are to please 
God and gain a right to His kingdom and glory, 
“For this is the good and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Saviour; who will have all men to be saved 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” T. 
Tim. 2; 3, 4. 

I believe God alone hears and answers prayer, 
and that Christ alone is the Mediator between God 
and man. “ For there is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and man, the man Jesus Christ,” I. Tim. 
2,5. “ AsT live, saith the Lord, every knee shall 
bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God, 
so then every one of us shall give an account of him- 
self to God,” Romans 14; 11, 12. 
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1 believe that none but Christ ean pardon sin or 
save sinners from their sins. “For there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved,” Acts 4; 12. 


t “is able to save them to the 


| believe that Chris 
uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he 
ever liveth to make intercession for them,” Hebrews 
7: 25. He needs no help from saints or angels. 
Christ is also willing to save all who come to him. 
* And him that cometh to me I will in nowise east 
out,” St. John 6: 37. Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved,” Acts 16:31. “ The 
blood of Jesus Christ —cleanseth us from all sin,” I. 
John 1: 7. 

I believe that all men are sinners. “ There is none 
righteous, no, not one,” Rom. 3: 10. Therefore 
popes, councils, ete., have erred and do err, being 
only fallible sinful men. Of themselves “ they be 
blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the 
blind, both shall fall into the ditch,” St. Matt. 15: 14. 

The'Scriptures alone are a perfect guide to heaven. 
“To the law and to the testimony,” Isaiah 8: 20. 
The Scriptures as the will “of the everlasting God” 
“are made known to all nations for the obedience 
of faith, Rom. 16: 26. 

There is no third place, as purgatory for dead 
men. “ To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise,” 
St. Luke 23: 43. “ The beggar died and was carried 
into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died—and 
in hell he lifted up his eyes, etc.” Luke 16: 22-24. 

There is no such thing as literal keys to heaven; 
for “ the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day; 
for there shall be no night there,” Rev. 21: 25. If 
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the words of Christ in St. Matthew 16; 18, 19 are to 
be taken literally, then his words in the 23d verse 
of the same chapter are also to be taken literally, 
which would make Peter Satan, a person not very 
desirable to build a church upon or to have the keys 
of the hereafter. 

Christ cannot be offered in the mass. His one of- 
fering of himself is sufficient for all believers. “ For 
by one offering he hath perfected forever them that 
ure sanctified,” Hebrews 10; 14. “ But this man,” 
(Christ) “after he had offered one saerifice for sins 
for ever sat down on the right of God,” Hebrews 
10; 12. 

No pope, bishop, priest or minister can call down 
curses on their opponents. “The curse causeless 
shall not come,” Proverbs 26; 2. “ The Lord thy 
God turned the curse into a blessing unto thee, be- 
cause the Lord thy God loved thee,” Deut. 23; 5. 

The blessings of bad men, like their curses, are 
valueless. “There was neither voice, ner any to 
answer, nor any that regarded” I. Kings 18; 29. 

Works alone are dead, not being mixed with faith. 

‘For ye are not under the law but under grace,” 
Romans 6; 14. 
“ By the works of the law shall no flesh be justitied,” 
Gal. 2; 16. “God imputeth righteousness without 
works,” Rom. 4; 5. “The just shall live by faith” 
in Christ,” Hab. 2; 4. 

At the same time true conversion is always accom- 
panied by good works, which are an evidence that 
we are children of God in Christ. “ By their fruits 
ye shall know them,” Matthew 7; 20. “So faith, if 
it hath not works, is dead being alone,” James 2; 17. 
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~ There can be no such things as works of superoga- 
tion by either men, saints or angels. The best men 
and women that ever lived “ have sinned and come 
‘short of the glory of God,” Rom. 3: 23. They eould 
gain no merit before God. They could only be saved 
by the merits of Christ. “ Not unto us, O Lord, not 
unto us, but unto thy name glory, for thy merey and 

for thy truth’s sake,” Psalm 115; 1] 

I believe that “ marriage is honorable in all, and 
the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers 
God will judge,” Hebrews 13; 4. Therefore bishops 
and deacons, or the clergy in general should obey the 
injunetion of St. Paul and be “ the husband of one 
wife” (T. Tim. 3; 2), so that they might set a good 

example to their people and avoid scandal and com- 
mon talk. 

There is no Scripture authority for confessions to 
a priest or minister as such. Confessions should be 
mutual one to another between the offended parties. 
We are to “ confess our faults one to another, and 
pray for one another,” James 5; 16. 

_Confession is to made to God who is “ faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins,” I. John 1; 9. We are to 
‘enter our closets and “ pray to thy Father who is 
in secret; and thy Father who seeth in secret shall 
reward thee openly,” Matthew 6; 6. “ God isa spirit 
and they that worship him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth,” St. John 4; 24. 

I believe there is but one God and one Mediator 
between God and man, the man Christ Jesus; and 
that Christ Jesus is able to save all that come unto 
God through him. Hence praying to the Virgin 
Mary, and to saints or angels are acts of idolatry and 
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disbelief in God. “ Worship God,” Rev. 19: 10. “Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me,” Exodus 20: 3. 
“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, 
of any likeness of any thing that is in heaven aboves 
or that is in the earth beneath, or that isiu the water 
under the earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself 
to them nor serve them,” Exodus 20: 4, 5. 

| believe God’s Holy Spirit is necessary for our 
adoption, justification and sanetification into the 
household and family of God. Christ says, “Exeept 
aman be born of water and of the spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God,” St. John 3:5. “And 
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the spirit 
of his Son into your hearts, erying, Abba, Father,” 
Gal. 4: 6. “ Now if any man have not the spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his,” Romans &; 9 “The 
spirit beareth witness with our spirit that we are the 
children of God,” Romans 8: 16. 

These things I believe, practice and teach asa good 
Catholic. 


Mr. WILLIAM D. Fox, one of our recent converts, 
is preparing himself for good work among his Roman 
Catholic brethern. He is pursuing a course of Bible 
study in the People’s Bible College on Fifty-third 
st., under the wise teaching of Rev. Dr. G. W. Sam- 
son. Brother Fox has taken an active part in the 
services of our church for the past two months, and 
it is most gratifying that his two brothers are also 
regular attendants. They are all graduates of the 
Jesuit College in this city. 
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CHAPTER V. 


T have recourse to the severest mortifications—I destroy my health— 
The epidemic—I wish for derth. 


In this sad situation I sought for my relief in the 
tenets of my religion, and after reading over all my 
books of Theology to find there some plan of conduct, 
I adopted the following. “This is,” said I, a corpo- 
real temptation, which cannot be vanquished by 
prayers alone, nor even by a common mortification; 
it requires an extraordinary one (for mortification, 
as we were told in the seminary, is the great remedy 
against every evil.) Consequently, with all the vio- 
lence of my temper I began a work of destruction 
against my body, as a mad, young, misled man, who 
declares a war of extermination against himself. My 
heart became a field of battle between my fanaticism 
and my nature; for I was persuaded that the more I 
could crush my body, the better | should master it, 
and obtain tranquility. My senses became my foes, 
and as they were represented in my pious books as 
the doors through which sin enters into the soul, | 
embraced them all in a general proscription. 

At first, like an enemy shut in a besieged town, | 
cut off the provisions to it, and I starved my body. 
It was easy for me to fast secretly, because my fel- 
low priests and | did not breakfast together on 
account of our masses. Thus nobody could perceive 
that I totally renounced the use of this meal, and the 
secret was very important to me. I was up at half 
past four, and till twelve I ate or drank nothing. 
Sometimes I was very weak in the morning towards 
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ten; especially when I was obliged to remain there 
or four hours in the confessional, which was my hard- 
est work. But 1 rejoiced at my uneasiness, thinking 
that the more my body should be weakened, the 
more my spirit should be strengthened. I kept res- 
olute till dinner-time, and even at this meal I found 
means of mortifying myself in spoiling my food; for 
example, with too great a quantity of salt or vine- 
gar. The dinners of priests, of which I will give 
some account hereafter, are celebrated for their 
luxuriousness, and, commonly speaking, few people 
keep a better table. L deprived myself as much as 
possible of the best things, of every wine, liquer and 
cotfee, to the great astonislimeut of my companions, 
to whom I was obliged to say that the state of my 
health required such precautions. But my excuses 
were not very well received, and many times I saw 
them smiling in a mysterious manner, At supper 
under the same pretext, | ate almost nothing; and 
everybody can imagine what a young man of twenty- 
seven must suffer with only one meal for the whole 
day. ITean truly say that usually 1 felt all the pangs 
of hunger and starvation. 

My bed, without being that of a sybarite, [ judged 
to be too soft for a man of sin as Iwas. I discarded 
the feathers, afterwards the mattress, and | slept or 
tried to sleep upon the straw bed, and at the times 
of the great Roman Catholic solemnities, upon the 
floor, L wore a species of hair-cloth, with small 
points, around my loins, which tormented me suffi- 
ciently day and night. I avoided carefully all par- 
ties of pleasure, soirees, music, Which was my delight, 
walking, and all society. IL deprived my eyes of 
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their natural use, by keeping them constantly down, 
to remind myself that I was earth, and doomed to the 
earth, especially for fear of casting them upon a wo- 
man. lL deprived myself even of the smell of a 
flower, as too sensual, and of the use of fire, I knelt 
for hours on the cold pavement of the sanctuary or 
of my room, to mortify my body; I redoubled my 
confessions, prayers, beads, ete. I shut myself in 
my cell, while in the world and in society all these 
gloomy thoughts would naturally have been dissi- 
pated; for passions are like sounds, they resound 
deeper in the most silent abodes. 

I had read in the life of Saint Jerome, who was in 
a situation like mine, that to chain down his imagin- 
ation he had studied Hebrew. I thought that a good 
remedy, and | resolved to follow his example; not in 
Hebrew, which I could not learn without a master; 
but in Greek, which I had already studied in the sem- 
inary. I gave toit all the time which I should have 
given to my recreations and pleasures; and I can say 
that this is the only good idea which I bad among 
all my foolishness. 

I had learned also (probably in some legends, but 
I cannot well remember where) that there are some 
refreshing plants, the juice of which was infallible 
to destroy the natural state of the body. 1 sought 
them, and made for myself, with the juice of a water- 
lily and other similar plants, a potion capable of 
poisoning me; | drank it with so little discretion 
that it well nigh cured me, not of the intended evil 
only, but of my life also, in less than three months. 
In consequence of my fastings, of these immoderate 
and poisonous potions, and of some other pious fol- 
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lies, I ruined my health, and I became almost unable 
to digest anything. But, instead of being. alarmed 
at this result, | rejoiced in my blindness, at all that 
could hurt me, thinking firmly it was my duty to 
do so. 

The presumed merit of my mortifications was the 
only comfort which could encourage me in saying 
mass. For since I had become a lover of another 
being than God, although against my will, I was 
ashamed to ascend the altar, to call him from heaven 
with the same lips which were sometimes ready to 
pronounce another name, to introduce him into a 
heart where a worldly idol was introduced in spite 
of myself. 

Thus, quite troubled by this species of sacrifice, I, 
who sacrificed my health and my life, to what I 
thought to be my duty, presented myself at the altar, 
trembling asa guilty man appearing before his judge; 
and when I held up in my hands, as I believed, this 
same God, creator of the world, | besought him to 
fortify me, to preserve me from evil. 

The decay of my health, which was nearly ruined 
by my extravagance, and the advice of a physician 
who was at a loss to guess the cause of my suffering, 
gave me a fair hope of being a voluntary martyr to 
my celibacy and fidelity. I regretted not to have 
lived in those early Gays of the Church, when my 
desire would have been promptly satisfied by an 
immediate death during the persecutions. Such 
were my dispositions and desire of death, when, as 
if God had granted me my wishes, an epidemic ap- 
peared in our city. I thanked heaven heartily while 
deploring the fate of the victims. I congratulated 
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myself, for I hoped to find death in the fulfilment of 
my ministry. My fellow priests, who did not coincide 
with my views, for many reasons were not very fond 
of administering the sacraments to those infected 
people, and left me at liberty to follow my inelina- 
tion. They saw in my ardor but the spirit and en- 
thusiasm of a young man, which would pass away 
after some time, and through which their interests 
would profit. Consequently L administered to near- 
ly all the dying people during this disease. Day 
and night Ll was sitting at the bedside of infected 
persons, and one can scarcely conceive with what 
pleasure | approached my ear to their pestilential 
mouths to receive their confession. I passed my fin- 
gers, dipped in the holy oil, for the extreme unction, 
over their bodies, already the prey of death, in the 
hope of catching the same plague. Twice or three 
times death seized them during the operation, and it 
was a delicious consolation to say to myself—“ A few 
days and | also shall not suffer,any more the burden 
of life; my mental and corporeal diseases will be 
cured.” But these hopes, like all the others, were 
doomed to disappointment. The epidemic passed 
away; each remembered my devotion without know- 
ing its cause. I was obliged to begin again my for- 
mer mode of life, which I had a little suspended for 
the sake of charity. 1 again shut myself up in’ my 
room against the world; but, I was like the wounded 
deer, which carries with him the arrow which has 
pierced his heart. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


View of the Clergy—Their intemperance—Their licentious conver- 
sation—A general sketch of the corruption of the Priests— 
Their children—An ecclesiastical retreat—My reproaches to my 
Confessor for his conduct. 


_ [I have omitted to speak of some events which hap- 
pened before and during this time, and which I will 
now relate. Hitherto, mingling the least I could 
with my fellow priests, I had had few occasions to 
judge of them, except through my prejudices, which 
showed me a saint in each one of them. This favor- 
able opinion, the fruit of my blindness, was by and 
by destroyed in conseqnence of the discoveries I 
made among them, which became inconsisteut with 
it. 1 found myself in their company on some un- 
avoidable occasions, and I saw them as they were. 
In the beginning, indeed, I thought I dreamed; but 
by further acquaintance and from my own reflections, 
I saw that I did by no means dream, to my great 
sorrow and disappointment. It was, however, along 
time ere I could abandon my former opinion; for it is 
always painful to our self-love to avow its errors. 
It wasonly when there were no laymen among them 
that I could perceive the true state of affairs; for 
when there were any present, my companions, to 
preserve their respect, kept up appearances per- 
fectly. But when we were alone, their deeds and 
conversation scandalized my ignorance, or rather, 
offended the natural self-respect that every honest 
man feels. Many of them spoke of the most disgust- 
ing matters with such lightness and such jests, that I 
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believed I did not understand rightly; and I gazed at 
them as would a country boy, who, having neve) 
been from home, suddenly finds himself in the midst 
of a great city,fand wonders with open eyes, mouth 
and ears. They took no notice of my ill-disguised 
surprise. They drank to excess, and much more 
than is allowed uow, even in the lowest classes. The 
strongest coffee, the most heating wines, liquors, 
spirits, and, above all, brandy, in an astonishing 
quantity, were their common drinks. I involuntar- 
ily asked myself how they could keep their celibacy 
with this habit, since nothing is so exciting as the 
use of spirits That was a deep mystery tome. 

{ On these occasions, when they had scarcely reason 
left to put ideas together, but not enough to dis- 
tinguish what, they might avow, and what they 
ought to keep {[secret, they made revelations which 
astonished only me and some other ignorant dupes 
likeme. They spoke about their mistresses as free- 
ly.as of theology; and one of them boasted of having 
one mm each parish in the country. He was much ap- 
plauded, and some expressed their regrets at not be- 
ing so fortunate. One day, one of these worthy priests, 
who had preserved a little more reason than the 
others, hinted to them that they spoke too freely be- 
fore two other young men‘and myself (they were 
about twenty years of age), meaniug that we were not 
yet sufficiently advanced to understand them; for in 
the ecclesiastical body it is exactly as in a regiment, 
where the raw recruits are scorned by the veterans 
who have made fifteen campaigns. But the others, 
yielding to the influence of good wine, which unties 
the tongue, answered that we were not men to betray 
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them, or to denounce them to the bishops; and so 
they continued their revelries. 

The subject of religion itself was not treated with 
more respect by them. That faith, the least article 
of which I truly worshiped, was indecently laughed 
at in its most sacred tenets, either by a real impiety 
or by jesting. Sometimes, after those edifying meet- 
ings, Which lasted for half a night, or sometimes a 
whole night, amidst bottles, jesting, and playing at 
vards, they went to fulfil their ministry, to administ- 
er to sick people, or to confess women! How ad- 
mirably they were fitted for those functions! And 
then, in the performance of their ecclesiastical 
duties, as at mass, in saying the breviary, offering the 
prayers, &c. they conducted themselves in such an 
unbecoming manner that I wondered a_ thousand 
times how people could possibly have faith in a 
religion represented and taught by such ministers. 
Their ignorance, too, disgusted me. At that time, 
indeed, I was not myself much more learned, but I 
had the desire of knowledge. When I heard them 
speaking the language of ignoraut peasants or of beg- 
gars, When I saw their writings without orthogra- 
phy, I was exceedingly shocked that such should be 
the ministers of a religion the glory of whieh was 
my most ardent desire. I never saw them ascend 
the pulpit without internally fearing for them; while 
they remained there I trembled, and I was relieved 
only when they ceased speaking without having made 
some very gross blunder. The people in such cases, 
owing to their favorable opinion of their holy 
fathers, set down even their faults to the credit of 
their timidity, and they reverenced them the more on 
account of them. 
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In reading the ecclesiastical history of the time 
previous to the Revolution of 1793, I learned the in- 
conceivable corruption of the clergy, although half 
of the truth was not told. In studying the code of 
their laws, | saw a chapter about the “ Sons of 
Priests.” This discovery shocked me more than any 
other; but afterwards I saw, with my own eyes, that 
even in the nineteenth century, if there was not such 
aun article in the new code, it was not for want of 
matter to compose it; for 1 knew, beyond all doubt, 
some children whose fathers were holy priests of the 
Roman Catholic Chureh.* In the confessional, in 
hearing the confessions of those who had too inti- 
mate relations with them, I obtained very valuable 
knowlege of their morals. The discovery of their 
licentiousness, with the knowledge of their doctrine 
respecting falsehood, duplicity, mental reservations, 
distinctions, and their thousand forms of lies more or 
less disguised, which are indisputably the exclusive 
appendage of the Roman clergy, made me ashamed 
of myself and of such associates; whom, if I can- 
not boast of having left as soon, perhaps, as I ought, 
I can truly say I have never imitated. 

Some years after, when I had entirely resolved to 
escape from such a den of corruption and ignorance, 
I wished to have the satisfaction of charging home a 
pointed rebuke to my former confessor, to him who 
had decoyed me socruelly into the ranks of the priest- 
hood. But to shut his mouth by the seal of confes- 
sion, which he would not dare infringe (for the 
Roman Catholic clergy boast that the secrets of con- 


* Thie, however, seldom happens ; for priests take great care to destroy al! 
proofs of their misconduct. In another place I will give some further account 
of this matter. 
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fession have never been revealed since its institution, 
but we shall soon see the truth of this Jesnitical 
assertion), I dealtout that reproof in the confessional, 
during my annual and ‘last “ retreat.”* He asked 
me, as usual, how IT felt myself in my situation; if I 
was always in the same disposition as when T was in 
the seminary? For this once T made him this answer 
“ Father, you are the author of all my troubles 
of all the unhappiness of my life. When, many 
years ago, with all vour influence vou forced me into 
this situation, vou knew the character of this impious 
priesteraft, and you coneealed the truth from me 
When you excited my desires to devote myself to 
this office, von spoke to me of holy men who conse- 
crate themselves to the glory of God, to the salvation 
of sonts, to the diffusion of truth; vou knew that vou 
were leading me among a society of coarse, ignorant, 


* An ecclesiastical retreat isa week passed in the seminary honse amidst pions 
exercises Every priest is reqnested to atter dit. They have heen instituted to 
renovate their piety and virtne, to recall them to theirdutv. Priests leave their 
parishes for this week. and vou may be eure dread munch those seven days of 
penance, of a life so different from their habits, and under the eves of their * 
anperiors. Itis plessant to see how thev constrain themselves before their 
teachers, whom they cheat into a belief of their sanctity. Twas astonished to 
see, at such seasons. the greatest wretches. whose crimes T knew ase well As my 
breviary vet who appeared then the most pions, the most regnlar: and who im- 
pressed the minds even of the anperiors with a strong opinion of their virtues, 
Insomuch that when there were any complaints made against their immorality 
from their parishes, or from other places, the bishop (who indeed is himself no 
better, but who, like all others. 1s obliged to hide his excesses, and to be cantious 
of going contrary to public opinion) was unwilling to believe in the misconduct 
of a man whom he had seen kneeling. praying. keeping his eyes cast down, 
speaking only of God. the Virgin Mary, aud the saints 

This weck of retreat. passed in this assemblage of professional hypocrites, 
was very useful to me, for I learned here to know them and men in general. I 
saw that the most depraved men, who deserved only the honee of correction. or 
even worse, were the lowest slaves of the bishop; and obtained, by their eervile 
conduct to him, the bést positions, After leaving the retreat, they laughed 
heartily at their trick on the bishop 
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and vile men. When you spoke to me of the obliga. 
tions of a priest, you presented to me the picture of 
most sublime virtues; and you knew that you were 
introducing me among a vicious set of men, whose 
Virtue is hypocrisy—a hypocrisy which conceals 
from the eyes of the world its baseness and infamy. 
When you insidiously used the sacred authority of 
God to obtain my assent, and to gain me to your pro- 
fession which I hesitated to enter; when you forced 
me, by your threats of eternal punishment to become 
a priest, to take the obligations of celibacy; you 
knew that I should be either a most unhappy man 
or a violator of my celibacy. Oh! It is you who 
have ernueily deceived me; you who have abused my 
trusting ignorance. At this time, when, in conse- 
quence of your threats, I made my irrevocable step, 
at twenty-one years of age, 1 had before mein the 
world the prospect of a fine career; the world smiled 
upon me. In any other situation l should have been 
awhappy and useful citizen, enjoying the benefits of 
God; and it is you, whom I have reverenced as my 
father, it is you who have led me astray, robbed me 
of my youth and opportunities of usefulness. It is 
you who have made me an unhappy, fanatical, almost 
an impious man, by your superstitions; a man in op- 
position to nature—to the sacred institution of God— 
a teacher of lies. Now I am obliged to begin the 
world again, to adopt a new mode of life; for I will 
no longer deceive men in teaching your superstitions. 
But that I may not be interdicted and dishonored by 
your despotism, I shall fly my country to escape from 
your yoke.” 

He was mute with astonishment, listening to my 
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accusation. At length he recovered himself, and 
endeavored to change my mind and justify himself. 
“Sir,” I replied, “all is useless; I have been simple 
enough once to listen to you, hope no more to deceive 
me. My decision is irrevocable. This is my last con- 
fession.” 


(Zo be continued.) 


POPE JOAN. 


Several historical writers have told us that one 
at least of the Popes was a woman. Roman 
Catholics have denied this. But it is certain that 
now when the Cardinals select one of their num- 
ber to be Pope, certain steps are taken to guard 
against mistakes on so important a matter. Thomas 
Moore, the author of the forever-popular Lrish Melo- 
dies, himself a Converted Catholic, evidently believed 
the story of Pope Joan, as the following poetic gem 
shows:—(Pupa is the Latin word for Pope). 


THE POPE'S FAREWELL 


Farewell my bulls, farewell my robes of pride, 
The keys of heaven that dangled by my side, 
The kiss that made my great toe still more great, 
And all the princely pomp of Papal state. 
Farewell ye relics, toe and arm and thumb, 

Ye tongues of female saints that cure the dumb; 
Ye bones of bishops, good for all complaints; 
Ye little wooden gods and cambric saints— 
Saints that are now, tho’ handkerchiefs before, 
And never, never to be sneezed at more, 
Farewell, and Oh! much dearer than all these, 
Than bulls or bishops, bones or dangling keys, 
Farewell, my love, my cardinal, my all, 

Whose joys are now my pains. whose rise my fall! 
I made thee cardinal, thou mad’st me, Ah! 

Tuou mad'st the Papa of the world Mamma, 





PRESS NOTICES. 


We are encouraged by the cordial greeting accorded the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC by the religious press throughout 
the country. We could fill several pages with the kind 
notices of our contemporaries, but our pages are so 
crowded with good things this month, we can find room 
only for the following from the “ Evangelistic Record,” 
a large sixteen page monthty, published by F. H. Revell, 
Chicago, and devoted chiefly to revival work. Among its 
regular contributors are Mr. Moody, Major Whittle, Rev. 
Geo. F. Pentecost, Rev. George C. Needham and his 
accomplished wife, and the sweet Gospel singers, Messrs. 
Sankey, McGranahan and Stebbins. 

The CONYERTED CATHOLIC, a new monthly magazine, comes 
to us from New York. Rev. James A. O’Connor, Pastor the 
Reformed Catholic Church of New York, whose telling and”tren- 
chant letters to Cardinal McCloskey have been a feature of the 
New York Witness fer some time, is its editor. It is very seldom 
that we take notice in these columns of periodicals sent us, but 
there seems to bea field open for this new journalistic venture 
that its first number seems to fill admirably. We wish it success 
in the war it is waging against the slavery of souls, that is so com— 


plete in the Romish Church. Its office of publication is No, 60 
Bible House, New York. 


And from the “ Methodist Recorder,” of Pittsburgh, in 
its issue of Dec. 1, 1883: 


We have received the initial number of the CONVERTED CATH- 
OLIC, a monthly journal showing the Scriptural way of salvation, 
specially designed for the enlighteument and conversion of Roman 
Catholics. Edited by Rev. James A. O’Connor, with office of 
publication at No. 60 Bible House New York. This is a monthly 
magazine of 32 pages, five cents a number, and fifty cents a year. 
It contains, in addition to many short articles, two chapters of the 
‘Confessions of a Catholic Priest,” The contents are chaste, 
temperate, dignified and in good spirit. . 





“Father O’Connor’s Letters to Cardinal McCloskey.” 
Fourth Edition now ready. The best and cheapest work 
of the kind ever published. 

Price 25 cents. If ordered by mail send ro cents addi- 
tional for postage. Address 

James A. O'Connor, 
60, Bible House, New York. 





TO OUR READERS. 


DEAR FRrENDs: Will you not get us all the subscribers you 
can? Tbe CONVERTED CATHOLIC has a field peculiarly its own. 
It is yet too soon to speak of its merits, though we have heard 
and read much in its praise; but we have greater hopes of its 
future, and shall work hard to make it instructive and interesting. 

We shall oppose the Roman Catholic Church as the great 
Apostacy foretold in 1 Tim., iv. 1-4:jand “taking the shield of 
faith, aud the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word of God,” shall fight for the deliverance of the 
people from the fatal power that Church exercises over them, 
following the counsel of the Apostle: ‘‘If thou put the brethren 
in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of 
Jesys Christ.” 

Those who now stand between the people and the light of God— 
the Pope, Bishops, Priests and Editors of Roman papers—will not 
thank our friends for their efforts in our behalf, if we may judge 
by this paragraph in a Roman Catholic paper in Brooklyn. 

** Hatred of the Roman Catholic Church sometimes leads re- 
spectable Protestant ministers and their people to do that which is 
not at all creditable tothem as advocates of good morals. An ex- 
ample of this is the willingness with which some of them support 
the deluded individuals who are the heads of the Reformed Catho- 
lic churches. Did they pause to consider they would probably see 
that affiliation with these and sustaining their paper can add 


nothing to the dignity of themselves or the denomination that they 
represent,” 


It is not hatred but love that Christian ministers preach and their 
people practice, and they extend the hand of kindness and fellow- 
ship to us because they are witnesses that we preach the Gospel of 
peace and love to our Catholie? brethren, and are successful in 
winning them over to Christ from the “ Man of Sin.” 

God has given us a special field to work in. Stand not idly by, 
Christian friends, but ‘‘come over and help us.” 

JAMES F. McNAMEE, 
Pastor Reformed Catholic Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
STEPHEN DEKINS. 
Pastor Reformed Uatholic Church, Newark, N. J. 
JAMES A, O'CONNOR, 
Pastor Reformed Catholic Church, New York. 


60 BIBLE HOUSE, NEW YORK. 


Address, 





